International Code of Medical Ethics
Adopted by the third Generol Assembling of The World Medical Association of London, England, Oct., 1949
DUTIES OF DOCTOR S IN GENERA L
A doctor must always maintain the highest standards of professiona l conduct. A doctor must not allow himself to be influenced merely by motives of profit.
The following practices are deemed unethical: a) Any self advertiseme nt except such as is expressly authorized by the national code of medical ethics. b) Taking part in any plan of medical care in which the doctor does not have professional independenc e. c) To receive any money in connection with services rendered to a patient other than the acceptance of a proper professiona l fee, or to pay any money in the same circumstanc es without the knowledge of the patient. Under no circumstanc es is a doctor permitted to do anything that would weaken the physical or mental resistance of a human being, except from strictly thera peutic or prophylactic indications imposed in the interest of the patient. A doctor is advised to use great caution in publishing discoveries. The same applies to methods of treatment whose value is not recognized by the profession. When a doctor is called upon to give evidence or a certificate he should only state that which he can verify.
DUTIES OF DOCTORS TO THE SICK
A doctor must always bear in mind the importance of preserving human life from the time of conception until death. A doctor owes to his patient complete loyalty and all the resources of his science. Whenever an examinatio n or treatment is beyond his capacity he should summon another doctor who has the necessary ability.
A doctor owes to his patient absolute secrecy on all which has been confided to him or which he knows because of the confidence entrusted to him. A doctor must give the necessary treatment in emergency, unless he is assured that it can and will be given by others.
DUTIES OF DOCTORS TO EACH OTHER
A do�tor ought to behave to his colleagues as he would have them behave to him. A doctor must not entice patients from his colleagues. A doctor must observe the principles of "The Declaration of Geneva" approved by The World Medical Association.
DECLAR ATION OF GENEVA
Adopted by the third General Assembly of The World Medical at Geneva, Switzerland, September , 1948
At the time of being admitted as member of the medical profession: I solemnly pledge myself to consecrate my life to the service of humanity. I will give to my teachers the respect and gratitude which is their due; I will practice my profession with conscience and dignity; The health of my patient will be my first consideratio n: I will respect the secrets which are confided in me; I will maintain by all the means in my power, the honor and the noble traditions of the medical profession; My colleagues will be my brothers; I will not permit consideratio ns of religion, nationality, race, party politics or social standing to intervene between my duty and my patient; I will maintain the utmost respect for human life, from the time of conception; even under threat, I will not use my medical knowledge contrary to the laws of humanity. I make these promises solemnly, freely and upon my honor. The one chapter in this book on which we might have had really common ground with the author has to do with the patient's right to the truth about a medical diag nosis. Yet even in this chapter the author does not refrain from snip ing at Catholic theologians for the absoluteness with which they re gard the confessional secret, for their distinction between telling a lie and riot telling the truth, and for their honest attempts to indi cate the liimts of professional se crecy. Moreover, Professor Flet cher himself does not come to grips with the one problem that really disturbs conscientious doctors: namely, what to tell a patient when one honestly ju dges that the knowledge might do him more harm than good. Pope Pius XII is not so unrealistic in this matter. Addressing a medical society on November 12, 1944, the Pope said:
"Although he may never tell a lie, there are cases in which the doctor, even when asked, may not bluntly speak the truth, especially when he knows that the sick man l:tas not the strength to bear it. But ' there are other cases in which there is undoubtedly a duty to speak clearly and this duty takes precedence over any other medical or humanitarian consideration. It is wrong to lull the patient or the parents into a false security with the danger of compromising either the eternal salvation of the patient or the fulfillment of obligations of justice or charity." In a penetrating review of Pro fessor Fletcher's book, Father James E. Royce, S.J., notes that the book "contains vicious errors which forbid its being placed on open library shelves" (America, Feb. 19, 1955, p. 538 ). Perhaps we should speak even more ex plicitly and say that, because of its serious errors concerning both natural and supernatural religion, Morals and Medicine must un doubtedly be classed among the books which canon 1399 of the Code of Canon Law forbids the faithful to read without permission. Medicine, Jan. 27, 1955, pp. 130-34 . This is a study, based mostly on their autobiog raphies, of why many outstanding doctors chose the medical profes sion. Various reasons are found, and among them the conviction "of a special calling." To the Catholic, this immediately suggests the idea of vocation; and "Vocation" is actually the sub-head under which the author treats this conviction. Nevertheless, I was disappointed to find nothing here which coin cides with "vocation" in the theo logical sense of the term. The highest inotive given here seems to be a sort of humanitarianism, a desire to help one's fellow men.
ALBERT SCHWEITZER
Vocation, in the theologica 1 sense of the word, means a call from God; and it is not limited as some erroneously think-to a call to the priesthood or the reli gious life. For every individual God has a plan that includes the LINACRE QUARTERLY state of life he is to embrace and the work that he is to do and the degree of sanctity he is supposed to achieve-and this divine plan is his vocation. It would be interest ing to know how many Catholic doctors chose the medical profes sion because they were convinced that such was the will of God for them; interestin g _also to know how many pursue their medical careers with a realizatio n that it is their vocation and with a conseque nt sense of dedicatio n not merely to their suffering fellow men but to Christ who identifies Himself with these men. I hope there are many such Catholic physicia ns. 
